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r Cotton—amd Other Crops

—"xrll\' become  absolutely heart-broken
- when cotton fails? There are other
;:rops. Through a great seetion the failure
of cotton, through war embargo or other ex-
Yraordinary conditions, causes a great deal
of financial distress, but it is cheering to turn
from that fact to a statement in the Manu?
Tacturers’ Record, 1t is there shown that
other crops and outputs of the South, com-
PDined, figure seven times the value of cotton.
_"l’ha value of diversified agricultural produets
of the South alone lust yoear was $2,591,057,-
D00, as against cotton, $1,041,370,000, or
fwo and one-lanlf times the value of cotton.

= And, as a sidelight on cotton and money in
4he South, it is interesting to note that fifty

alleged night-riders have been rounded up
i OKklahoma, where. by violence even to
murder, thoegse enemies of law and order

gought to hold cotton at 10°cents, cotton secd
at. $16 a ton, and to cut next year's cotton
acreage 60 per cont.

, Proteet the American Passport

P the men arrested in New York and Phila-
I delphia on the charge of supplying Ameri-
c.un passports to belligerents, for the purpose
of enabling those men to rejoin the army of
fheir native lamd, or, like Hans Lody, lo do
the work of spies in the enemy's country, are
Tound guilty, they deserve exemplary pun-
Ishment.

© The passport issued to an American citizen
is a badge of honor as well as a shield against
attack. That it should be used by some per-
son other than the man to whom it was
fssued in the prosecution of activities con-
demned by the rules of war is abominable,

The State Department, since it beeame
aware of these misuses of passports, has
been excecdingly careful in issuing them.
That care should not bhe lessened., ‘The
American passport will become rather worse
than meaningiess if it is used with any fre-
quency to cloak the operations of a spy,

RHeal Good in Immigration Measure

NSISTENCE by Congress on retention of
l the go-called “literaey test” in the immi-
gration bill now pending is expected to re-
sult in the measure's veto by President Wil-
son. Leaving the literaey test out of con-
sideration, that would he an unfortunate fate
to befall wn otherwise admirable picee of
legislation.

M7 (P
As to tho tedt Tr‘r:l'-lvf. there is wide diverg-
enece of epinlon, o itself, of course, it means
little in the direction of wise restrietion, for

it might scrve to bar very desirable immi-
rrants and admit very undesirable ones. A
and write, or the lack of

it, is not conclusivi
Ccitizenship,

capacity to read

/ of the ¢lements of good
The bill, however, provides needed changes
existing laws. !t will permit the diver-
£lon of w large share of the immigration from
the port of New York to other ports, and
thus diminish the congestion, with its ac-
companying hardships, that has existed at
Ellls Island,. 1t contemplates an improved
inspection serviee, that will have real rflicney
and meaning. It hasg, indeed, many desirable
features, gencerally are lost sight of
in the controversy over one of its sections.

whieh

Seeking to Beform Expert Testimony

T will bt o great relief to the publie at

1 large, not 1o speak of the tired brains of
puzzled jurics, when the committee of emi-
nent lawyers and doetors now at work on the
problem concludes its fnbors and induces nu-
tional and State Lervisintures to put an end
to the folly and scandal of expert testimony,
which at present disgraces our whole judieial
system,

The personnel the  committee  gives
promise of wise recommendations, (hat cer-
tainly will be cutitled to enreful considera-
tion. The commitice includes Judge Albert
C. Barneg, of Chicago: Dean William 1.
Mikell, of the University of ennsylvania;
Dr. Adolf Meyer, of Johus Hopkins Univer-
sfty; Dr. Morton Prince, of Boston, and
others of like calibre. If it ean ring down
the final curtain on the Blately faree that
goes on in American courtronms overy
a rich man is wecused of erime or 1
debatable testament, it will have

. the country’s plaudits und a very r¢
" yiche in the temple of fame,

Perheps it is not quite possible 1o
respected members of the mediceal profession,
in their expert capacity, (o SWeur 1o
thing, but no one ezn remember g
the character indicated abhove where
eminent practitioners have not et the
weight of their personal and professional
standing to dircetly contrary and mutually
irreconcilable opinions,

Of course, the good doctors helieve what
they say. The fact Is, how tver, that after
they have been retained by one elde or the
other to a pending controversy they lose
the rightful character of witnesses, and 1,a-
come as devoted partisans as the lawyers
who are conducting the case. Retalned for
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1 the express purpose of establishing a given

proposition, they functlon mentally lke the
! rest of us—and proceed to establish it.
| “There is as much human nature in one man
| as there is in another—if not more so0,"” says
David Harum, and doctors, probably, are not
very different from other members of tho
human race. Nol as expert witnesses, cer-
tainly, for handwriting sharks and analytical
chemists and engineers of all degrees and
kinds—even actors and dressmakers—behave
in exactly the sanme way when they are placed
on the stand and called on to declare an opin-
ion as to some matter involving their voca-
tlons in life.

But what of the poor fellow in the jury
box, while all this amiable wrangling goes
| on before his eyes? What does he deduce
from this welter of hypothetical question and
still more hypothetical answer? Who is go-
ing to unseramble his bralns? Where, to de-
scend for a moment to the language of the
pave, does he get off ?

Well, ltke ‘‘the poor benighted Hindoo,
he does the best he kin do”—<throws the
whole mass of expert testimonv out of the
Jury-room window and procceds to decide the
issue on some such vital point as the shape
of the prosecuting attorney’s nose or Lhe
beauty, charm and childlike innocence of the
star female witness for the defense.

They arrange these matters somewhat bet-
ter in  France, despite our Anglo-Saxon
sneers at the vagaries of French jurispru-
dence.  There the experts are retained by the
state, and owe no allegiance save to impar-
tiulity and truth, It is not too much to say
that these divinities are far better served
and the cause of justice far more clearly ad-
vanced by the French brand of expert testi-

Passibility of Sakhalin's Cesslon
R USSIA’S cession to Japan of the northern
half of the Island of Sakhalin has heen

deniced by the Japanese ambassador to the
United States, but the report excited wide
interest.  Originally it was that the territory
lid been exchanged '‘for some heavy guns,”
which was obviously eaquivalent to the “one
dollar’ which is used in commercial trans-
actions 1o represent the consideration given
for a transfer of title when it is not desired
to state the actual price.

Snkhalin was wholly Russian until 1905, in
which year the southern half was ceded to
Japan by the treaty of Portsmouth. Itussia
is reputed to have recelved a large snnual
revenue from its part of the islaud, so it is
certain that Japan, should she acquire this
territory, would pay a good deal.more than
i few pleces of artillery.

If we are to see the Mikado's armed forces
take a more active participation In the war
on the side of Russia and its allles, there
will he wn outery from the Teutons and some
discomfort among thelr enemles, varticular-
Iy if Japanese troops are brought into the
Luropean fighting. That prospect has al-
ready created uneasiness in England and
France, where it is felt that at the close of
a war made victorious with the aetive and

| general assistance of Japan, that country
could and would demand compensation which
it might he very disagrecable and incon-
venient to grant.

As it stands, Japan has already become
the one positive gainer by the war among
the Europeans. It is in undisputed posses-
slon of Tsingehau, it now owns half the val-
uable Island of Sakhalin, and may get the
rest, and is in at least temporary occupation
of what were heretofore German possessions
in the Pacific Ocean. That the close of the
war will see Japan's ascendancy in Asia con-
| firmed and rolidified is one of the few safe

predictions as to the outcome of the conflict.

The Unwritten Law

BUSINESS man of Alford, Tenn.. has

just been acquitted on a charge of mur-
der, under the unwritten law. A man in an
Eastern State, who brutally shot his unwel-
come son-in-law, was acquitted a short time
ago on the same ground of popular sympathy.
It happens every now and then that when
brainstorm won't do, as in the case of Thaw,
the unwritten law comes in very handily. 1f
there is to be a revival of the old-fashioned
plea in extenuation, it might be well to write
the law into the statules once and for all, and
have something defined by wnich a court
may he governed,

As the unwritten law stands to-day, it is
merely a question of disposition on the part
of the jurymen. There is no definition of
what & man may or may not do with a gun,
if he can offer the most remote appearance
of justifieation in that his home has been in-
vaded,
jury is to recognize. Nothing should be leflt
to the diserction of individuazls with preju-
dices and human limitations. Homicide for
such a cause should be defined as killing in
“self-defense is defi ned, so that the jury might
be able to say from the evidence whether in
ench particular case the offense was of such
character as to exempt the defendant from
moral responsibility for his act.

Put it in the law. Have the law say just
how far this is a peculiar kind of assanlt, and
just what must be shown before {he shooting
is justified by the offense. The unwritten

| luw is too often a farce and u pretense, a
cloalk for real eriminality. It constitutes an
ambignity that ought to be eleared up.

The Irish IFellowship Club of Chicago,
which turned down an application for the
privilege of niring his alleged grievances
irom the negro, Trotter, who last made him-
self conspievous by insulting the President
of the United States, shows that it possesses
4 sense of propriety as well as dlscretion.

Stories of exchange of tobaceo and news-
papers by French and German soldiers, facing
ench other in trenches buwra few vards apart,
are  reminiscent  of  similar  exchanges by
Jolnny Reb and Yank, back in the days of
‘H4.

General Villa savs ho does whatever Pro-
' visional President Gutierrez tells him to do.
And the Provisional President probably re-
turns the compliment,

| Iichmond doesn’t ecare bow uncomfor-
| table the police make the life of the peddlers
L of coenine and similar drugs. But wouldn't
it be fine to land behind the bars a few of
the men higher up?

| It would be pleasant 8. the agitation for
P new franchises and revised rates for electric
current would make it possible for the house-
holder to light up at less expense.

Along with the other good, resolutions, why
not resolve to help out the work of ‘tho As-
socinted Charities-——and then carry that res-
olution into effeet?

Don't do your resolution-breaking early.
Wait a week or two, anyhow.

The dumdum bullet charges begin to sound
a4 good deal )ike rumrum,

The law ought to justify what the !

- sollng, ton, the reflectlon that there iIs always n

| Massachusetts O'Keeffes,

sion of the elty of Haumburg and Its port,

SONGS AND SAWS

They Get It, All Iight.
Observe the politician:
How he slaves all the day
To see that the “dear peepul’
Get all that comes thelr way.

But keep on watching closecly
Ifor what the “peepul” win—

You'll find that where they get it
Is just below the chin.

Economy,
Young Bride—Do you still love me ns much
ns you promised you would?
Good Business Man—Well, nimost. You som, T
always discount my obllgations.
An Intelligent Animal,
Mr. Backtothesoll, the gen-
tleman farmer of I'igcon Roost,
has 2 cow that is hils constant
companion. The c¢ow's Intel-
ligence is remarkable, and she
recognizes so accurately the
kind and degree of her
owner's agricultural knowl-
edige that It is only with great
difficulty that she can be in-
' duced not to graze on him. \
Similarity,
Stubbs—Why Is a tattered reputation like a
porous plaster?
Grubbs—DBecnuse, 1
closer than a brother”
Stubbs—Not at all.

suppose, "It sticketh

Because it hias holes in

It.
The Measlmist Snyws:
I never did think much of this season just
after the holldays.  This business of paving

Christmas bills, keeping New Year resolutions
anmd trying to settle down Lo routine existence,
nll at the snme time, is more than ordinary flesh
nnd blood can stand

S Chenp Amusement.

* The meanest man In our town
Is Mr. Archlmedes Brown:
He wlil not buy theatre seats,
But still enjoys athletic feats,
S0 leavea his sidewalk cased In ics
And laughs as others pay the price.
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch: "Quite a rustling in
turning over all of these new leaves” Con-

fresh, now ln‘nl' ahead ready for the turnling.

k ting out the old, ring in the new,"” and es-
|It‘c{"l1l}' “Ring out the false, ring in the true,”
the "Bristol Herald-Courler sings. “Iling out
the old, ring In the new,” has only applieation to
the allegoric bells. The funny paragrapher will

ring in the same old chestnuts still, the Jests
that Thne ne'er quells.

The West Point 8un makes note of the fact
that “Presldent Yuan Shl Kal has written n sol-
dler’'s song which is belng set to musle for
China's new maodel army. The purpose is to em-
body in the slmplest and most attractive way
sallent Ideas of soldlerly conduet.” Thus the
shrewdest of the Celestlal pollticlans makes
clear just how he feels about it. Let Yuan Shi
Kal write the songe of a natlon and he cares
not who flghts it hattles,

Editor Harry Flood Byrd writes unblushingly
in hils Winchester Star: “0ld Blll Eads, evident-
Iy affected by the cheerfulness of the holiday
season, rises up and remarks, on the front page
of the Wise County News that n.wise man never
askg for a kiss until after he has taken it. In
which Willlnin displays an almost unennny
knowledge of feminine human nature. There
are those unkind enough to say that the only
way old Bill could get a kigss was to steal it
unbeknownst, But we pay no attention to such
foollsh prattle. Rl klsses first and nsks after-
wnrd as a concesslon to the feminine polnt of
view." TWhich throws a new light on the sub-
Ject. Colonel Eads has been always frankly
a jovial fellow and a votary of song. Rut he
never yet *fessed up” to the triloculaire with
which Mr. Byrd now invests hlm.

Snys the Petersburg Index-Appeal: "Charles
Edward Itussell declares the Unlted States wlll
have to fight Japan after the present war ends
because Japan wlll not glve up the Province of
Kiauchau, China, which she took from the Ger-
mans, and the Island of Yap and the Marahall
archipelago, llkewise German possessions taken
by the Jupanese.” So far as the Island of Yap |
is involved, Uncle Sam needn't worry., There
Is the O'Keeffe family to bhe reckoned with.
Charles Edward should known that Xing
O'Keeffe, who died a few yeurs ago on the |
Island, where he ruled twenty years, ls sur-
vived by multitudinous kin living on the Massn-
chiusetts consl. The O'Keeffe was the sole sur- |
vivor of the crew of a New PBedford whaler
that went down In o storm at sen.  He swam
ashore, met the natlves, declared himself agalnst

the government, and, when he learned there
was no government, he established himself as
it. 1lis reign was long and happy. He taught

things, ‘chlef among which
the Island belonged to |
llke him among the

Japan should worry.

the natives many
was to recognize that
him. There are more

Current Editorial Comment

-The refusal of tha Japaness
Diet to pass the budget which
0!16 Jingo provided for large military ex-
Scare Is pansion ls n loss to the Jingo
Banished  (ement in this country, which
has used Japan as o standing |

nese regiment will be sent to Iurope, but If
the Japs do come, they will, In all llkellhood,
#o to the ald of the Husslans, instead of helping
the French, It would be o comparatively simple
matter to transport Japuanese troops over the
Trans-Siberlan Ruilway to Russla, and thenco
to Poland or Prussin. Japanese and Russlans,
opponcuts in one of the dendllest of wars, fight-
Ing slde by side, would present an amazing
spectacle—far more amuzing than the fraterniz-
ing of the traditional enemles, France and Eng-
land.—Cleveland Plaln-Denler,

The Buropean war has bullt a
witll of protection around Amerl-
can Industries higher than nny-
thing the most extreme tarlff ad-
voeites would dare Lo erect. We
necd now self-confldence, an un-
Ilmited, underscored, blg, black-typed self-con-
fldenee, To-dny is our chance, and If, through
nervousness or dllantoriness or hyper-conserv-
ntlsm, we let It slip by, we shall be branded as a
natlon of commercial cowards. Let us take our
finger off our pulse;, stop sticklng out our
tongue to every sclf-appolnted stock market
health oflicer that comes nround, and then just
saw wood. American buslness does not nead
pregeriptions and n dlet table, but a apell of
good hard work, In which every muscle of the
mind and body Is glven henlthy exerclse.—
Philadelphin Ledger,

Time for
Country
to Get Busy

War News Fifty Years Ago

(Froin the Richmond Dlispatch, Jan. 4, 1865.)

L
A very conslderable amount of connonnding
was heard In the directlon of Dutch Gap yes-
terday, The Confederate batterles were perhaps
celebrating the return of Butler to his canal,
which never Is, but always ls to be, finished.

With the exceptlon of some cnnnonading
about Dutech Gap, nothing was doing on the
lines below Richmond yesterday., It was also
a dull and do-nothing kind of a day on the
I'etersburg lines,

General Butler must hurry his canal to com-
pletlion, that the shouting over the culmination
of the long-expected event may drown the
clnmor that hils fallure to take Fort Fisher
has ralsed.

There {5 nothing In the
Wilmlngton. Since the retreat of the Porter-
Butler expedition affalrs have resumed thelr
wonted course in and about that seaport.

The Legislature of South Carolina has been
called In extra sesalon, by tho proclamation of
the GGovernor, to take actlon In regard to the
threatened invaslon of that State by Bherman.
By a vote of the body that was almost unan-
Imous, It harg been declared that all white men
hetween the ages of sixteen and slxty venrs, not
already in the Confederate military service,
shall be liable to such duty to the end that the

invasion of Sherman mny b¢ checked and de-
feated.

General Robert Ransom has been relleved of
the command at Chuarleston because of {11 health,
anid he has been succeeded by General Tallaferro,

wny of news from

On the 2d Iinstant Somuel H, Taylor, of the
Richmond Blues, Forty-sixth Virginia Regt-
ment, was Killed on tho fortifications. Iiis

funeral will take place this afternoon from the
IPirat Baptist Church.

The long-looked-for official dispatches from
General 1lood have net vet renched the War
Department.

According to the Washington Chronlele, the
Intest Northern paper to reach us, gold con-
tinues to advance in New York. At last ac-
counts It had gone to 230.

-

Queries and Answers

Verses Wanted.
Please publish the poem, "My Madonna."”
E. 8

n’\.
Will some reader kindly send copy?

Vienna German,
Is the language of the people in Vienna the
same German as that spoken In Herlin?

Jd W
Yes.

Summer Schools,
To whom should appllcation be made for work
in the summer schools In Virginia® S,
You mny get full information by writing the
Departinent of Publle Instruction, Chamber ot
Commerce, Richmond, Va,

Irish Potatoen.
What is the legal welght of a bushel of Irish
polatoes? wW. E. W,
Fifty-six pounds.

Etate Highway.

Have the makers of ths State highway the
right to damage my property in the construc-
tion of thelr rond? T. R. SACRA,

Certalnly not. Your Clreult Courts will glve
You the proper remedy.

Stephen 0. Southail.

Please Inform me when Stephen ©O. Southall
hegan his law course at the University of Vir-
ginla. I waa a student in his clnss, and desire
to fix the date of the fArst lecture. R

The opening lecture was dellvered October 4,
1566,

Vocationnl Schools,
Where may one secure matter for discussion
of the advantages of vocatlonal schools?
MISS D. P,
The office of the Superintendent of City Schools
is well supplied with this matter In bulletins
and pamphlets, ete,, and will he able to sUggest
interesting and valuable “points”

Virginian FPoets.
I’lease glve the names of the Virginia poets.
A. B M.

J. A. Bartley, T. B. Bradley, Daniel Bryan, C.
W. Coleman, P. P. Cooke, Richard Dabney, Mary
Il. Eastman, John Finley, Lamar Fontaine, A,
(. Gordon, J. E. Hatcher,\W. H. Holcombe, J. H.
Hope, Mrs. Cornella Jordan, J. (. MeCabe,
Francea H. Marr, William Munford, J. W. Over-
all, Kdgar A. I"oe, Mra. Margaret Preston, Innls
Itandolph, John Robertson, George Sandys, Con-
rad Speece, H. T. Stanton, John R. Thompson,
5t. GGeorge Tucker, Mary Upshur, Susan Archer
Weiss, Henry DBedinger, Willlam Branch,

St.
scarecrow, Of course, If the Dict had passed the | eser Landon Carter, W. P, Carter, R. T. W,
budget, it would have had no reference to the | Duke, B. 8. Gregory, Hiram Halnes, A. 8
United Stutes. It would have been msparmli Kiefter, Virginia Lucas, W. H. Lytle, Marle A.
solely by the Japanese desire to Inerease her | Follard, J. M. Salyards, Thomas Semmes. You
welght In the European struggle with a sole | v of course, miss some whom you would
view to enlarge her importance on the main-

land of Asin, to which her ambitions are di-
rected.  But that would have made no difference
to our jingoes, who sce in every new Japanese
reghnent a threat to our Paclfic const.  Bul
with the netion of the Diet all pretense of that
sort Is robbed of foundation. It is an exhibit |
of the Japaneso deslre for peace and economy,
That sentlment Is entirely inconslstent with
carryving on war across the Pacific Oeean, an
enterprise for whleh Japanese history shows no
ambition. There 13 no longer any pretext for
parading the Japanese bugnhoo to support hig |
bills. But that does

appropriation not mean |

that 1t will not be paraded.—Pittsbhurgh Dis-
picteh.

Of Japanese partleipation in

the war In Europe there are per-

J?I“:;r:“ glatent rumors. It s said that

an expeditlonary force of 250,000
soldlers 18 to be dispatched by
the DMikado to help sottle the
The rumors are probably without foundn-
tion, but they are less amazing than somne of
the conditlons whiech have been suggested, 1¢ |
hag been claimed that Japan would demand, as
the priee of her particlpation, permanent posses-
Such |
a concession would be almost precisely shnflag
to the concesslons which the European powers—
Including Germany—have liken in the Far East.
Klnuchay, Welhaiwé, Tort Arthur and the
French holdings in Southern China are Instances,
For Japnn to take posaession of a lttle hiold-
Ing anywhere In FEurope would nmount prac-
tieally to an admission of Japan's superiority
to the European races. This is, of course, absa-
lutely unthinkable, and the Hamburg story |Is
Iudlerous. It is, however, diflleu’t to understand
the opposition of such a statesman as Hanotaux
to Japaness particlipation. The French haye
already called In thelr black Senegnlese and
thelr brown Turcos, and have welcomed the
Indlan soldiers of Great Britaln on French mofl.
The Japanesa approach more nenrly the -
ropean standard than any of these, The fear
thnt Japan would obtaln a foothold in Burope
is puerils, and any other objection Ia Mogical,
It is extremely Improbable that a single Japa-

Great War

Isane,

Sl IO SETLS B | bt e Uty s i

have included and see aome whom you would
have left out.

[N

The Bright Side of Life

Teo Much for Her.
“Mother, where are Helicon and Parnassusg?"
“Ask your father, Johnnie; he keeps up with
the war news."—Llfe.

Dincournging.
“Penlry used to think hls poems were Im-
mortal.’
“What changed his oplnlon?'
“The editors ‘killed’ 8o many of them."—PBoston
Transcript.

A Little Mixed. .
“Where dild you go In the theatre,
Comeup?*
“We gat In the mezzotint boxes, but the girls
preferred  seata in the parokeet.”—Balthmore
Ameriean,

Mrs,

Some Cheer,
“This war is a terrible thing; isn't it?"
“Perfectly dreadful. Still, you don't have to
keep explaining lo people of your set why you
are not in Parls"—Puck

" Meforming Othera.

“1 made a lot of resolutions last year.”

“And kept ‘em all?”

“Kvery one of them. The only thing T ean do
now is to think up resolutions for other peoople
and try to have them enacted Into lawa.”"—Wash-
Ington Star.

Longing.

“Gometimes,” sald Mr. Growcher, "I wish I ware
a bhoy again.” A

“You wiash to share In the innocent pastimes of
yvouth?

“Not exaotly. I'd llke to be able to go out and
handle some of these voungsters who throw
snowballs without looking mso undignifed.'”—
Washington Star,

-

| seductive
| slons

“Better Be a Little Careful, John”

One of tho Day's Best Cartoons.

—
—From the Clevelund Plain Dealer.

THE WORLD'S LONG DEBT TO ITALY

Hobert Herrick, the Noveliat, In the Kansas Clly Star.

The attraction Laotln civillzation has
for the Teuton and the Anglo-Saxon
hns long been o curlous fact of history.
The Germmans cspecially seem unnble
Lo reslat the temptation of the Latin
honey pots. 1t is easy to =ec why, OUne
might say that everything the Eray
north lacks In physteal beauty, in jEai-
ety and zrace of splreit, In art and the
secrot of living, the South posscsses
abundantly. Acrors the frozen pusHes
of the Alps, Italy has laid, tempting
with her green plalns, her storied
clties, her vineynrda and ollve orehards,
her fretted secacoast and "wine dark'”
sen, with all the romance of lhier an-
clent peopled past, her ruins and her
trensiures of art.  Over all for many
months of the year a semitropical sun
in a cloudless sky has shone, drawinge
from the rich earth a luxuriant benuty.

No wonder that the German bear has
lusted after Italy, even more than for
France, and tlme and agaln since the
Romun empire
descended In foree upon this blooming,
land. Latterly these
hive bLeen peaceful ones—only
very Intely, however. Now, insteail of
soldiers, hordes of Germun tourists,
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begun to crumble has !

inva-

scholars and artists with their women |

In gray-green German clothes, stout
hohnalled s=hoes and Httle ‘Tyrolean
caps, have clumped through the gal-

leries, drunk thelr beer on the Vene-
tlun piazzas and poked their way ex-
clamatorily through the parrow  Ito-
man streets, It I8 the same old story,
the desire of honey from Italy's Honey

| pot.

Friendohip With England.

The English greed of Italy has bheen
no less remarkable, though more pence-
able. There has long been a tracel-
tlonal  friendship Dbetween the two
countries, symbollzed at thmes by in-
termarringes.  For English Hterature
Italy has been even more necessary
than Franee. What with her prodigal
borrowings of plot and scene from the
Renalssance on, It might be safd that
English literature would have gone
bankrupt had it not been for
And Italy has been the second home
of many English poets, from Milton to
Keats and Shelley, from Landor to
Byron and the two Brownings. Sculp-
tors and musiclans, painters and his-
torians, as well as the omnipresent
“milord Anglals,” all have made thaoir
homes in the pleasant places of this
Innd,
the Arno, their memorles

haunt the

;u-rimm union aof beauts and Hife,

thing of the

In tiers thousands of preclous objects
torn from thelr natural sites, thelr In-
tentions lost. ut In Italy one does not
sulfer from this musenm torture.

Une seex o bronge horseman where
he was lirst placed, steps from the
dusk of a little ¢hurch that has a fa-
mous  allar  plece  allrectly  into the
plazan and the life of the people |t
pletures, looks from the gallery win-
dow down Into a fragrant garden ujinn
A bubbling  fountaln  surrounded by
wenthored marble, It Is all of o plece,
Art and life are never far removed
fn Naly, a8 they never should he—
but, as with they nlmost nlwayae
are. One turns with ease and reality
from Iife to art, from art to life. Each
supplements and completes the other.,
That is why nen Jove Italy above all
countries they have known., It s one,
and all beautiful.

Succession of Denuties,

And so0 1t Is net nature, not art ab-
stractly, that one remembiors of Itnly:

us,

I d# a suceessioi of fige sen=ations,
beautiful maments 1hat merge into o
dream palace nere, o gurden there,

rec, the Plazetta, the crowd-

aeross the Arno, the nohle
reach of a crumbling aqueduct in the
twilight of the Campagni. All these

things are still used; thoy have o ma-
gle thus which comes of the
Anid
the people who use them retaln some-
spirit of their ancestors

who created them, at lenst a lave for
Fheauty. These modern Italinns are lHv-
Ine  thelr lives perhaps vulgarly, as

| —R SILrong race,

we live ours, building themselves into

their anclent home, often, alas! with
i robust had taxte,  But they them-
selves nre =t vital, Hving, beautiful

Italy would e empty,

Indecd, the soft reverberant

without

| note of ity own people, vocholng a re-

| mote past,

Italy. |

Their villas star the hills about |

cannls of Venice and the dark palaces !

of Rome.
Then
truvelers and idle expatriates who from

there are the hordes of mere |

the eighteenth century on have Infest- |

ed Italy from the north to the south,
They eame thither first in

postchalse, |

leisurely and rlehly, for long sojourns, !

thus completing
@ visit to the
of Italy.”
falr land in droves by trnin or motor-
car, "doing” Italy In ten days or a
month, and of these many, perhaps
most, nre Americans.
Why Modernsn Love Itnly.

There are many obvious reasons why
we moderns love Ttaly, why the wan-
derer thinka first of this goal. It s
the aeat of the oldest Christinn church
wnd the

“the grand tour" by

most powerful one. It con-
tains almost all that has been left to
ua of Innumerable conflicts, so that

not a corner of Its surface Ia without
poignant memorles, But it is not for
such things that people flock to a
country ns they overrun Itnly. Scholars
anfl  sentimentalists, the “ecultured,”
may care for historleal remalns, but
not the artist, nor the globe trotter,
the idler, In search of pleasant places
in which to invite his soul.

It 1s beauty that draws us thither
and always will, ke a subtle magnet,
ne long as life endures and men hun-
ger for something more satisfving than
mero ecxlstence. And beauty of an In-
finite variety Italy holds more abund-
antly than any other land. There ara
more of the “wonders of the world”
elsewhere, grander mountains, larger
rivers, blgger forests, bolder seaconsts:
hut nowhere elae can such benutiful
and harmonlous nature he found an
from the Inkes beneath the Alps to thao
cireling hay of Naples and southward
eveln to the Sicilian shores. R

And this is not n savage nature, iso-
Intedd, remote, but o nature so human-
ized by the hand of man that the ghoats
of Its departed lovers seem to linger
on in caech spot. TIts soil has bheen
tilled to the roeky hilltops, even to the
black lava llne of Vesuvius and Ftna,
and the fertlle fields of to-day Just
cover lovingly the dend remains of a
long past. Nowhere has man and his
gront mother earth been so Inthnately

mingled. Small wonder, then, that men
born in harsher lands have always
hungered for Italy, which holds go

much that we dream our earth should
be In beauty and abundance. That
would seem onough!

Art Still Supremely Rich.

Eut, no, there ia that other beauty
of art in which Italy, terribly robbed
and abused as she has been, la still
supremely rich. Marble and canvas
and bullding, she has them all In thelr
most perfect examples. And in this
Innd they do not seem remotn treasures
stored up in gloomy eaverns for safle-
keeping as with us. Many of the bust
of her "monuments” are still placed In
thelr own background. The Roman
Forum s the loveliest museum In ail
the world, with the olives on the Cap-
itoline, dark medleval towera and
TRoman hall still guarding’ It. There
all ages touch hands,

Even when the single specimens of
her art have been tenderly gathered
up and placed in shelter it Is not a ro-
pellent modern muscum that holds
them, but an ancient palnce like the
Pittli or Roman baths or galleries bullt
long ago, like the Vatlean. Thus, all
artifice secems removed; art makes its
appenl to us as it should,. directly for
its intrinelc message of beauty, not
ns a historleal example pedantically
labeled’ and catalogued. It ts human
to abhor the torture of visiting gal-
leries and museums where are housed

“historieal monuments |
Now they scuttle over the |

]

promising n vivid future.

Thus it eomes that 1taly Is the haunt
of all those who nunger for heauty,
to whom beauty menns more than sur-
vival units, more than woalth and of-
flcleney and comfort, more than learn-
ing  or statesmanship-—to  whom it
means  the complete lfe-——life as it
should he.

The Latin

peoples eannot
Auercd—they may be overr:n, Apaln
anmd agnin 5 this been proved, The
Latin conquers his conguerors, absorbs
them, teaches them, becanse the Latin
—Freneh or Italian—possesses these
priceless thilngs of the spirit—joy and
benuty. It Is easy enough to enumer-
ate thelr failures in the practieanl life,
to speak of them, igunorantly, as de-
cadent peoples, to assume a superiority
of “kultur” becnuse of a superlority
of fores or of wealth, The things of
the spirlt ultimately conquer for the
reason that the very men who seek to
fdestroy them In turn submit to the
sway nund becomne thelr votaries. Thus,
should France be overthrown, should
Italy, In spite of her prudent resolu-
tlons, he drawn Into the present mael-
strom of greeds and hates, neverthe-
less  ultimately the Latin would
trivmph by the charm and the power
of his spRit, by his capaclty for beauty
and oy,

Eut wlill the time never come when
the stronger nations are willing to
ndmit our human obligatlons to thess
things of the aspirit? When they wlil
not welgh the worth of life In terms
of golil and soldiers, but by the Intan-
glble satisfactlona that endure? If
such a serene point were ever attained,
the Latin nations would be protected
from the envies and the rapacity of
their coarser nelghbora. Tn thelr ripe
age they would he set apart for the
delight of mankind In n spirlt of grati-
tude to those who have glven so mueh
to all the world. For our debt both
to France and to Italy Is Immense,
unpayable, \

be con-

One War Ended—Perhaps,

(Providence Journal.)

The war betweeh Austrin-Hungary
and Servia (s concluded. No treaty
of pence has been mnde, to be aure;
hut It is admitted, even In Vienna, that
hostilitles are Indefinitely poatponed.

Dull Dnys Ahead,
(Washlngton Star.)

The final adjustment of Walter John-
son's salary has taken n great deal of
the excltement out of winter bnse~
ball, ~r :

Gorman and O'Gorman.

(Kansas City Star.)

Senator Arthur P. Gorman, who tried
to wreck the Cleveland admistration,
Is dead—but O'Gorman, of New York,
fdoes not seem to be much of an im-
provement,

To Avold Complicationm
(Philadelphia Record.)
Brand Whitlock might joln King Al-
bert in tho trenches, or the Belglan
government in llavre,

Where BIiIl'd Rother Stand Pat.

{Chicago News.)

Secretary Bryan Is lucky In one re-
spect.  Jle has only to stand back and
;;:u enemles will do his resigning for

m,
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Dream Nothing—It Wns Nightmare!
(Chicngo Herald.)

Wouldn't 1t be lovely to wake up
Now Year's morning and find that 1914
had merely been o dream?

Sounds lLike 'Thelr War Rceporta,
(Memphis Commerclal-Appeal,
Petrograil's prohibltion is the kind

that sticks. “No arrests for drunken-
ness" i3 the dally docket.

Looking for Good Job an President.

(Pittaburgh Gazette-Times.)
Coloncl Roosevelt interested In
unemployed problem. You bet,
he part of 1t7

the

mys.

Isn't,




